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Feb. 24, the National Liberation Army (ELN) released two US citizens kidnapped Feb. 13 in Medellin
to protest the visit of President Bush to Colombia for an anti-drug summit. James Donnelly, a
native of Detroit and David Kent of Indianapolis were turned over to the Colombian Human Rights
Committee in Cocorna, a village located south of Medellin. Donnelly, 65, has lived in Colombia
for 20 years and is married to a Colombian. Kent, 40, is a teacher at a Medellin school. In a live
broadcast interview, Donnelly said he was treated well by the rebels. The ELN gave him a message
for the Colombian government that said "the country's rich people will be punished if any more
guerrillas disappear or if there are any more massacres of peasants." Rightist death squads have
killed more than 1,000 people in the last four years. Kent was taken to a hospital in the northwestern
city of Medellin for treatment of hepatitis, the Colombian radio network RCN said. He fell ill after
being kidnapped, and the guerrillas brought a doctor to their mountain hideout to treat him, RCN
said, Committee sources. The ELN is commanded by a former Roman Catholic priest, Manuel Perez
of Spain. Several other priests are believed to be members of the organization, which was founded
by another priest, Camilo Torres, who died in a battle with the army. The ELN has become the most
active of Colombia's six guerrilla groups. (Basic data from AP, 02/24/90; Xinhua, 02/25/90)
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